February 23, 2008 Community Advisory Council (CAC) Meeting Notes

CAC Member attendance: Joseph Murray, Ted Muralt, Patti Adler, Commissioner Mike Doherty, LeAnne Fletcher and Donalyn Olson.

Guest attendance: Linda Rotmark (EDC) and Sasha Sicks (West End Consulting)

Audience:
Brian Adler (President of Clallam Bay – Sekiu Chamber)

Chair Joe Murray convened the meeting at 10 am. The Agenda was approved as presented which was to be an update status of the WRIA 19, the Ozette recovery plan and the Grant Initiative meeting scheduled for March 8th. The minutes from the last two meetings, Oct 30 Meeting Notes on Grant(s) and the Feb 2, 2008 Community Grant Meeting Notes, were approved as written.

The first topic of discussion was to establish a new meeting date/time/place for the Advisory Council Meeting.  Joe said he was pushed for time the following morning on the current Wednesday meeting schedule and an earlier time would be better for him.  Patti Adler said that she had a Sheriff council meeting (newly formed council) on the 4th Wednesday’s at 6:00 PM in Port Angeles. She said that it was teleconferenced in Forks but still preferred to go to PA. After a little more discussion the CAC New meeting time was set for 3:00 PM and the 4th Wednesday of the month at the Sekiu Community Center. Joe also mentioned that the meeting could always be conducted at the Pysht Tree farm if required.

Joe said that the Department of ecology monitoring plan for WRIA 19 is being completed in March and then the official public meeting would be conducted.  The Ozette recovery plan meeting is going to be on March 

3rd or 9th then released to public for review.  Patti Alder suggested that the WRIA 19 documents that are circulated via email distribution be posted on the Chamber web calendar. Ted Muralt said that he used to post the agenda and documents on the CAC web pages but had gotten away from that and now only posted the meeting date/time/place for WRIA 19 and the Ozette meetings. Ted said he would also post the meeting dates on the Chamber Calendar.

Sasha presented her plan for the March 8th meeting, involving 12 initiative items, which were selected from the top items of the 2006 community meeting. She passed around a copy of the initiatives for every one to review, while she proceeded with her approach on conducting the meeting.

There would be a station (table and literature) for each of the initiatives with an expert at each station. She would present a power point presentation (12 slides) taking about 30 minutes. to review items.  After the presentation she would ask every one to review each of the initiatives at the tables (if they had not already), review the presented pros and cons, and then vote for the initiatives of their choice.  After some discussion it was decided to issue 3 sticky bullets (all the same color) to each person entering the meeting. Each initiative would have a number associated with it and the voters would put the number of their choice on each of their 3 dots, hand them to a designated collector who would paste the dots on a large chart which listed all the initiatives.  The dots would be counted and ranked to find the top 3 initiatives to pursue at the March 15 meeting. A one minute per person comment would be accepted from the floor, stressing that negative comments would get the audible horn from Sasha.

The need for a projector was brought up.  It was suggested to borrow one from either, the school, the prison, M&R or to buy one through the Chamber. Someone mentioned that the school projector was broken and Joe said M&R.s projector was heavily used. Joe said he would check availability and also provide some large roll stock white paper for mark up at the meeting.

Donalyn showed a plot plan view of a proposal that Dale Fincher that drawn up which was to build a grocery, banking (investigating) and housing center across Highway 112 from the PUD office.  He told Donalyn that he was to have a pre-application meeting with county planners on Wednesday. The question of Security came up as being a primary problem of handling money pickup.  However, it was mentioned that a full-up Co-op could include credit union.  Every one was hoping for the best to Dale and his enterprise.

Sasha said she went to the county building and talked to John Miller and Steve Gray to push planning process (per community comprehensive plan) for Revitalize of the down town plan.   John stated that the county could participate in new grants. However, grandfathered business can not be closed arbitrarily. There could be enforced fencing through State Patrol, however.

Don Baker is working hard to remove debris, from his property, along the highway entrance to Clallam Bay by the summer time.  Tony and Rich Sills may have new building in mind for storage??. 

Sasha brought up rezoning problems for Scott Basenger for his storage units which, for an Urban Center zoning, is less than 10,000 sq. ft. He felt hampered by the zoning and suggested that it could affect future investors from buying in the area.  It takes about one year to rezone, according to Doherty, and should be looked at to encourage investors.  County Commissioner Doherty also stated that the community needs to think out where the commerce really needs to be developed including the commercial center.  Joe Murray stated that he (as part of the Community Advisory Council agenda) would be glad to look into the zoning question and zoning change language, once the description of the existing language is provided to him along with proposed intended use and suggested zoning.

The subject of the old grocery store was raised.  It was pointed out that no bids were received at the last public county auction. Doherty stated that there was a redemption period for the old grocery store before disposal can proceed. It was pointed out that the Junkyard across the street must be dealt with and cleaned up before businesses would be interested in investing in the ‘downtown’. LeAnne Fletcher stated the prison, and the inmates, could possibly take on the task of welding up the junk material into some sort of art and/or useful items. Recycling is a project that the prison currently has in place and could be expanded (possibly). It was mentioned that the county (Bob Martin) should be able to help with the recycle development process. Green recycle is the big thing now days. Doherty said that the Makah are closing their garbage dump and has government grants for recycle and trucking.  Doherty suggests that it would be a good idea to coordinate and/or partner with the Makah.  He suggested contacting Vince Cook.

Rotmark asked Sasha for an email (3 paragraphs) stating the progress and steps taken by her and the CAT to this point.  Sasha said she would be glad to provide that, and any thing else that would help.

The subject of Gill, the fisher/man that used to be outside the old grocery is for sale ($750) and the owner needs to sell.  There was a discussion the “Roe-se” at the Sekiu overlook, could certainly use a partner, with historic background.  Some one mentioned that Gill may be a little decayed a would need some re-constructive surgery.  Mike Doherty was hyped up about Gill and said he would contributed $25 (right now) toward a “save Gill” fund (or the like). Chamber President Brian Adler said he would look into it as a chamber item.

After reviewing the 12 initiatives, that Sasha pasted out earlier, Mike Doherty suggested that Tourism was not directly addressed.  The reply to that was, tourism would be enhanced, as a by-product of the other initiatives being accomplished.  Mike went on and heavily suggested that Enhancing Tourism (or the like) was very important and should have an initiative of its own.  He pointed out that the Scenic Byway Committee was developing festivals, Eagle season is a famous festival in Skagit and there are scores of eagle spotting from Clallam Bay to Neah Bay. He was sure that Skagit and autobahn would support the eagle (and birdying in general) promotions for this community.  Sasha mentioned that there was a “Tour the scenic byway” CD being developed and the same could be considered for our area.  Mike reminded us that the Port Angeles Chamber sponsors 5K grants periodically through out the year for cultural development, etc. and this should be explored. After a little more discussion, it was decided to Lump things together such as expanding trails, art, Festivals, the rain forest run on motorcycle, etc. under a new initiative item called ‘Develop Tourism Opportunities’

The 12 original Initiatives ended up being 11 as follows:

1. Revitalize Downtown Areas

2. Build a Local Family/Kids Entertainment Center

3. Develop Community Infrastructure

4. Incorporate into a Noncharter Code City

5. Promote Drug-Free Lifestyle

6. Build Affordable Housing for the Working Class

7. Improve Telecommunications

8. Develop Tourism Opportunities

9. Foster Business Incentives

10. Develop a Community Farm/ Food Co-op

11. Keep Airport Open

The Meeting was adjourned about 12:15

Next meeting 3 o’clock March 26th at the Sekiu Community Center or as announced

Respectfully,

Ted Muralt  Secretary.

