March 26, 2008 Community Advisory Council (CAC) Meeting Notes

Draft

CAC Member attendance: Joseph Murray, Ted Muralt, Patti Adler, JoAnn Willard and Donalynn Olson.

Guest attendance: Sasha Sicks (West End Consulting)

Audience:
Brian Adler (President of Clallam Bay – Sekiu Chamber)

Chair Joe Murray convened the meeting at 3 PM. The Agenda was approved as presented which was Economic Development including the Grant Initiative status. The minutes from the last meeting, on Feb 23, 2008 were approved as written.

Sasha presented the status of the 4 initiative items, stating that progress was on track. Sasha said that only the Farm/Co-op initiative was without a strategic plan because they were only meeting once a month. However, strides were being made and the Co-op had received a USDA grant for technical assistance for the sum of $5,000. The Co-op is setting up the structure of the group and investigating the licensing and background check requirements for a non-profit organization.

Donalynn showed the group a flower brochure that the Farm/Co-op CAT was promoting to raise funds for starting a local gardening effort. Half of the purchase of the flowers would go to the Farming Initiative. The brochures and more information are available at the Co-op.  Raes Reeves was mentioned as the person heading up the effort for the gardening development.  There was a discussion about the fee to join the Co-op and the advantages of joining to get discounted purchases.  Sasha said that the details of funding are being worked out to satisfy the USDA. Ted mentioned that the grant is funding a peninsula collage teacher to come to the Co-op to teach the group how to make web pages, and other aspects of promoting the business and that it might be a good idea to share the instructions with others in the community.  Sasha said that Dana Sarff (from Neah Bay) was helping with setting up the legal (and other) aspects of the Co-op organization.

The subject of Ken Wasankari’s work area came up and how nice it would be to see it cleaned up. The property is rumored to be owned by Ken’s ex-wife and that it was up for sale a few years back, but did not sell.  It was suggested to form a committee, approach to owner for a price and then gather some community contributions to buy it. Joe Murray said it would probably cost the same amount to cleanse the property of the oil and gas pollution.  The subject was dropped.

Sasha said that the spring spruce-up day would be in May, separate from the beach cleanup.  Tires will be carted off in combination with the tribe. Sasha said Bill White stated that there is a Weel Road DOT area for collecting the 800 tires (DOT will have equipment to load up the tires and wheels) and that Rich Sill will help coordinate the debris handling.

The county will open up the old refuse area by the sewer plant for the spring spruce-up day.  There are plans by the revitalization group to eventually open the sewer plant area on a continuous basis for composting, metal and other recycle material.

Sasha said that the Tourism initiative has had a lot of interest from the community. They are mapping out a set of trail maps for biking, hiking and birding. Additionally the maps would show tide pool locations.  Sasha had heard that Tribal approval might be needed to allow use of the Slip Point property. Patti Adler informed the group that the Tsunami warning towers at Slip Point had been removed because of some sort of tribal concerns.  The discussion by the group proposed that the use of Slip Point would be for preservation and historical conservation of the natural theme and that there should be no problem getting a favorable nod from the tribe(s). It was pointed out that Mike Doherty has had several years of working with the tribes and the government to transfer the property to the county and has a wealth of knowledge and history on the subject.  It was decided that the CAC chairperson (Joe Murray) would write a letter, defining usage intent (preservation and historical conservation), to the tribe(s) and pass it though Mike Doherty. Mike would ‘officially’ co-sign the letter and issue it to the tribe(s), embellishing the letter as required.

It was suggested that M&R open its trail network for public use.  Joe said that M&R could not “officially” allow access to the property for trail purposes. However, if people use it, there is not much they could do about it.

The talk of trails around the area, particularly Sekiu, reminded JoAnn of something that happened years ago around Easter. She said that railroad push cars were used out in front of Sekiu and she was given a ride on one. They were pumping along and had to stop for a naked man lying (sunning his self, she said) in the middle of the tracks.  Joanne said she did not recognize the naked man.

Sasha finished the discussion about more initiative ideas for festivals (bird festivals or the like), guided trail tours, bused tours and day camps.  The airport Helicopter pad, road improvements and new housing are also on the agenda.

Donalynn said that Dale Fincher is proceeding on the planning for his development above Sekiu and may even start with a little clearing.

The subject of Gill, the fisher/man that used to be outside the old grocery was discussed.  Gill may be a little, or heavily, decayed a would need some extensive rework.  There has some mention that possibly the Lions or the prison inmates could take on the task of refurbishment.  Joe Murray said that he could look at Gill and provide an assessment of the possibilities. Sasha said that the Revitalization CAT would take on the issue of Gill so the CAC could focus on other issues.

The Meeting was adjourned about 4:45

Next meeting 3 o’clock April 23rd at the Sekiu Community Center or as announced

Respectfully,

Ted Muralt Secretary.
